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A 

SHORT    RE- 

lation  made  by  the 

Lord  De-La- Warre,  to  the  Lords 

and  others  of  the  Counfell  of  Virginea^ 

touching  his  vnexpe&ed  returne  home^andaf- 

terwards  deliuered  to  the  generall  Afiembly 

of  the  f aid  Company,  at  a  Court  holden 

the  twenty  Jiue  o/'Iune, 

161 1. 

Publifhed  by  authority  of 

thefaid  CounfelL 

My  Lords  ^  &*c. 

Eing  now  by  accident  returned 
from  my  Charge  at  Virginea^  con- 
trary either  to  my  owne  defire,  or 

other 


A  Relation  to  the  Counfel  of  Virginea 

other  mens  expectations,  who  fpare  not 
to  cenfure  me,  in  point  of  duty,  and  to  dif- 
courfe  and  queftion  the  reafon,  though 
they  apprehend  not  the  true  caufe  of  my 
returne,  I  am  forced,  (out  of  a  willingneffe 
to  fatisfie  euery  man)  to  deliuer  vnto  your 
Lordfhips,  and  the  reft  of  this  Affembly, 
briefely,  (but  truely)  in  what  ftate  I  haue 
liued,  euer  fince  my  arriuall  to  the  Colonies 
what  hath  beene  the  iuft  occafion  of  my 
fudden  departure  thence ;  and  in  what 
termes  I  haue  left  the  fame  :  The  ra- 
ther becaufe  I  perceiue,  that  fince  my  com- 
ming  into  England,  fuch  a  coldneffe  and  ir- 
refolution  is  bred,  in  many  of  the  Aduentu- 
rerS)  that  fome  of  them  feeke  to  withdraw 
thofe  paimets,  which  they  haue  fubfcribed 
towards  the  Charge  of  the  Plantation,  and 
by  which  that  Action  muft  bee  fupported 
and  maintained ;  making  this  my  returne, 

the 
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the  colour  of  their  needleffe  backwardnes 
and  vniuft  protraction.  Which,  that  you 
may  the  better  vnderftand,  I  muft  informe 
your  Lordfhips,  that  prefently  after  my  ar- 
riual  in  lames  Towne,\  waswelcommed  by 
a  hote  and  violent  Ague,  which  held  mee  a 
time,  till  by  the  aduice  of  my  Phylition, 
Doctor  Laurence  Bohun^  (by  blood  letting) 
I  was  recouered,  as  in  my  firft  Letters  by 
Sir  Thomas  Gates  I  haue  informed  you. 
That  difeafe  had  not  long  left  me,  til  (with- 
in three  weekes  after  I  had  gotten  a  little 
ftrength)  I  began  to  be  diftempered  with 
other  greeuous  lickneffes,  which  fuccef- 
fiuely  &  feuerally  affailed  me  :  for  befides 
a  relapfe  into  the  former  difeafe,  which 
with  much  more  violence  held  me  more 
then  a  moneth,  and  brought  me  to  great 
weakeneffe,the  Flux  furprifed  me,and  kept 

me 
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me  many  daies;  then  the  Crampe  affaulted 
my  weak  body,  with  ftrong  paines ;  &  after- 
wards the  Gout  (with  which  I  had  heere- 
tofore  beene  fometime  troubled)  afflicted 
mee  in  fuch  fort,  that  making  my  body 
through  weakeneffe  vnable  to  ftirre,  or  to 
vfe  any  maner  of  exercife,  drew  vpon  me 
the  difeafe  called  the  Scuruy ;  which  though 
in  others  it  be  a  {ickneffe  of  flothfulneffe, 
yet  was  in  me  an  effecl:  of  weakneffe,  which 
neuer  left  me,  till  I  was  vpon  the  point  to 
leaue  the  world. 

Thefe  feuerall  maladies  and  calamities,  I 
am  the  more  deflrous  to  particularife  vnto 
your  Lordfhips  (although  they  were  too 
notorious  to  the  whole  Colonie)  left  any 
man  mould  mifdeeme  that  vnder  the  ge- 
neral name  and  comon  excufe  of  ficknes,  I 
went  about  to  cloke  either  floth,  or  feare, 

or 
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or  anie  other  bafe  apprehenfion,  vn- 
worthy  the  high  and  Generall  charge, 
which  you  had  entrufted  to  my  Fide- 
litie. 

In  thefe  extremities  I  refolued  to  con- 
sult my  friends,  who  (finding  Nature 
fpent  in  mee,  and  my  body  almoft  con- 
fumed,  my  paines  likewife  daily  encrea- 
fing)  gaue  me  aduife  to  preferre  a  hope- 
full  recouery,  before  an  affured  ruine, 
which  muft  neceffarily  had  enfued,  had 
I  liued,  but  twenty  dayes  longer,  in  Vir- 
ginia :  wanting  at  that  inftant,  both  food 
and  Phyjicke,  fit  to  remedy  fuch  extraor- 
dinary difeafes,  and  reftore  that  ftrength 
fo  defperately  decayed. 

Whereupon,   after   a   long   confulta- 

tion  held,  I  refolued  by  generall  confent 

and  perfwaflon,  to  mippe  my  felfe  for 

•   0        B  Meuis, 
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Meuis,  an  Ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  fa- 
mous for  vvholefome  Bathes,  there  to 
try  what  help  the  Heauenly  Prouidence 
would  afford  mee,  by  the  benefit  of  the 
hot  Bath:  But  GOD,  who  guideth  all 
things,  according  to  his  good  will  and 
pleafure,  fo  prouided,  that  after  wee  had 
failed  an  hundred  Leagues,  wee  met  with 
Southerly  windes  which  forced  mee  to 
change  my  purpofe,  (my  body  being  al- 
together vnable  to  endure  the  tediouf- 
nefTe  of  a  long  voyage)  and  fo  fterne  my 
courfe  for  the  VVeftern  Iflands,  which 
I  no  fooner  recouered,  then  I  found 
help  for  my  health,  and  my  fickeneffe 
affwaged,  by  meanes  of  frefh  diet,  and 
efpecially  of  Orenges  and  Lemonds,  an 
vndoubted  remedy  and  medicine  for  that 
difeafe,  which  laftly,  and  fo  long,    had 

afflicled 
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afflicted  mee  :  which  eafe  as  foone  as  I 
found,  I  refolued  (although  my  body- 
remained  ftill  feeble  and  weake,  to  re- 
turne  backe  to  my  charge  in  Virginia  a- 
gaine,  but  I  was  aduifed  not  to  hazard 
my  felfe  before  I  had  perfectly  recoue- 
red  my  ftrength,  which  by  counfell  I 
was  perfwaded  to  feeke  in  the  naturall 
Ayre  of  my  Countrey,  and  fo  I  came 
for  England.  In  which  Accident,  I  doubt 
not  but  men  of  reafon ,  and  of  iudge- 
ment  will  imagine,  there  would  more 
danger  and  preiudice  haue  hapned  by  my 
death  there,  then  I  hope  can  doe  by  my 
returne. 

In  the  next  place,  I  am  to  giue  ac- 
compt  in  what  eftate  I  left  the  Collony  for 
gouernment  in  my  abfence.  It  may  pleafe 
your  Lordfhips  therefore  to  vnderftand, 

B  2  that 
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that  vpon  my  departure  thence,  I  made 
choife  of  Captaine  George  Pear  tie,  (a  Gen- 
tleman of  honour  and  refolution,  and  of 
no  fmall  experience  in  that  place)  to  re- 
maine  Deputie  Gouernour ,  vntill  the 
comming  of  the  Marfhall  Sir  Thomas 
Dale,  whofe  Commiffion  was  likewife  to 
be  determined,  vpon  the  arriuall  of  Sir 
Thomas  Gates,  according  to  the  intent  and 
order  of  your  Lordfhips ,  and  the  Coun- 
cill here. 

The  number  of  men  I  left  there , 
were  vpward  of  two  hundred,  the  moft 
in  health,  and  prouided  of  at  leaft  tenne 
moneths  victuals,  in  their  ftore-houfe , 
(which  is  daily  iffued  vnto  them)  be- 
fides  other  helps  in  the  Countrey,  late- 
ly found  out  by  Captaine  Argoll  by  tra- 
ding with  pettie  Kings  in  thofe  parts, 

who 
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who  for  a  fmall  returne  of  a  piece  of  Iron, 
Copper,  &c.  haue  confented  to  trucke 
great  quantities  of  Corne,  and  willingly 
imbrace  the  intercourfe  of  Traffique , 
fhewing  vnto  our  people  certaine  fignes 
of  amitie  and  affection. 

And  for  the  better  ftrengthening  and 
fecuring  of  the  Collony^  in  the  time  of  my 
weakneffe  there,  I  tooke  order  for  the 
building  of  three  feuerall  Forts,  two  of 
which  are  feated  neere  Poynt  Comfort ', 
to  which  adioyneth  a  large  Circuit  of 
ground,  open,  and  fit  for  Corne  :  the 
third  Fort  is  at  the  Fa/fes,  vpon  an  I- 
land  inuironed  alfo  with  Corne  ground. 
Thefe  are  not  all  manned,  for  I  wanted 
the  commoditie  of  Boates,  hauing  but 
two,  and  one  Bardge,  in  all  the  Coun- 
trey,  which  hath  beene  caufe  that  our 

B  3  fifhing 
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fifhing  hath  beene  (in  fome  fort)  hinde- 
red, for  want  of  thofe  prouifions,  which 
eafily  will  be  remedied  when  wee  can 
gaine  fufficient  men  to  be  imployed  a- 
bout  thofe  bufineffes ,  which  in  Virginia 
I  found  not  :  but  fince  meeting  with 
Sir  Thomas  Gates  at  the  Cowes  neere  Portf- 
mouth  (to  whom  I  gaue  a  perticular  ac- 
compt  of  all  my  proceedings,  and  of  the 
prefent  eftate  of  the  Collony  as  I  left  it)  I 
vnderftood  thofe  wants  are  fupplyed  in 
his  Fleete. 

The  Countrey  is  wonderfull  fertile 
and  very  rich,  and  makes  good  whatfoe- 
uer  heretofore  hath  beene  reported  of  it, 
the  Cattell  already  there,  are  much  en- 
creafed,  and  thriue  exceedingly  with  the 
pafture  of  that  Countrey :  The  Kine  all 
this    laft    Winter,   though    the   ground 

was 
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was  couered  moft  with  Snow,  and  the 
feafon  fharpe,  liued  without  other  fee- 
ding then  the  graffe  they  found,  with 
which  they  profpered  well,  and   many 
of  them  readie  to  fall  with  Calue  :  Milke 
being  a  great  nourishment  and  refrefh- 
ing  to  our  people,  feruing  alfo  (in  occa- 
fion)  as  well  for  Phyficke  as  for  food,  fo 
that  it  is  no  way  to  be  doubted,  but  when 
it  fhall  pleafe  God  that  Sir  Thomas  Dale, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  fhall  arriue  in  Vir- 
ginia with  their  extraordinary  fupply  of 
one   hundred   Kine ,  and   two   hundred 
Swine,  befides  ftore  of  all  manner  of  o- 
ther  prouifions   for   the   fuftenance  and 
maintenance  of  the  Collony ,  there  will 
appeare   that  fuccefTe  in  the  Action  as 
fhall  giue  no  man  caufe  of  diftruft  that 
hath  already  aduentured,  but  encourage 

euery 
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euery  good  minde  to  further  fo  worthy 
a  worke,  as  will  redound  both  to  the 
Glory  of  GOD,  to  the  Credit  of  our 
Nation,  and  to  the  Comfort  of  all  thofe 
that  haue  beene  Inftruments  in  the  furthe- 
ring of  it. 

The  laft  difcouery,  during  my  conti- 
nuall  fickneffe,  was  by  Captaine  Argoll, 
who  hath  found  a  trade  with  Patamack 
(a  King  as  great  as  Powhatan,  who  frill 
remaines  our  enemie ,  though  not  able 
to  doe  vs  hurt.)  This  is  in  a  goodly  Ri- 
uer  called  Patomack>  vpon  the  borders 
whereof  there  are  growne  the  goodlieft 
Trees  for  Mafts,  that  may  be  found  elfe- 
where  in  the  World  :  Hempe  better 
then  Englifh,  growing  wilde  in  aboun- 
dance  :  Mines  of  Antimonie  and  Leade 
without  our  Bay  to  the  Northward. 

There 
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There  is  alfo  found  an  excellent  fifh- 
ing  Banke  for  Codde,  and  Ling  as  good 
as  can  be  eaten,  and  of  a  kinde  that 
will  keepe  a  whole  yeare ,  in  Shippes 
hould,  with  little  care;  a  try  all  whereof 
I  now  haue  brought  ouer  with  mee. 
Other  Iflands  there  are  vpon  our  Coafts, 
that  doe  promife  rich  merchandife,  and 
will  further  exceedingly  the  eftablifh- 
ing  of  the  Plantation^  by  fupply  of  ma- 
ny helpes,  and  will  fpeedily  afford  a 
returne  of  many  worthie  Commodi- 
ties. 

I  haue  left  much  ground  in  part  ma- 
nured to  receiue  Corne,  hauing  caufed  it 
the  laft  Winter  to  be  fowed  for  rootes, 
with  which  our  people  were  greatly 
releeued. 

There   are   many    Vines  planted  in 
C  diuers 
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diuers  places ,  and  doe  profper  well , 
there  is  no  want  of  any  thing,  if  the  acti- 
on can  be  vpheld  with  conftancy  and 
refolution. 

Laftly,  concerning  my  felfe,  and  my 
courfe,  though  the  World  may  ima- 
gine that  this  Countrey  and  Climate, 
will  (by  that  which  I  haue  fuffered  be- 
yond any  other  of  that  Plantation)  ill  a- 
gree ,  with  the  ftate  of  my  body ,  yet 
I  am  fo  farre  from  fhrinking  or  giuing 
ouer  this  honourable  enterprife,  as  that 
I  am  willing  and  ready  to  lay  all  I  am 
worth  vpon  the  aduenture  of  the  Acti- 
on, rather  then  fo  Honourable  a  worke 
mould  faile,  and  to  returne  with  all  the 
conuenient  expedition  I  may,  befeeching 
your  Lordfhips,  and  the  reft,  not  onely 
to  excufe  my  former  wants,  happened 

by 
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by  the  Almighty  hand  :  but  to  fecond 
my  refolutions  with  your  friendly  in- 
deauours  :  that  both  the  State  may  re- 
ceiue  Honour ,  your  felues  Profit ,  and 
future  Comfort  ,  by  being  imployed 
(though  but  as  a  weake  Inftrument)  in 
fo  great  an  Action. 

And  thus  hauing  plainely  ,  truely  , 
and  briefely ,  deliuered  the  caufe  of  my 
returne,  with  the  ftate  of  our  affayres, 
as  wee  now  ftand ,  I  hope  euery  wor- 
thy and  indifferent  hearer,  will  by  com- 
paring my  prefent  refolution  of  returne, 
with  the  neceflitie  of  my  comming  home, 
reft  fatisfied  with  this  true  and  fhort  De- 
claration. 


FJNJS. 
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